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elsewhere, to consult upon any matter or course to be taken by them, or upon their motion or direction by any other, which may any way tend to the impeaching or depraving of the doctrine of the Church of England, or the Book of Common Prayer, or any part of the government or discipline now established in the Church of England, under pain of excommunication ipso facto."
CONVERSION. A change of heart and life from sin to holiness. This change, when it takes place in a heathen or an infidel, comprises a reception and confession of the truths of Christianity: when it takes place in a person already baptized and a Christian in profession, it implies a saving and influential impression on his heart, of those truths which were already received by the mind and acknowledged with the lips. To the heathen and infidel conversion is absolutely and always necessary to salvation. The baptized Christian may by GOD'S grace so continue in that state of salvation in which he was placed in Baptism, (See the Church Catechism,) that conversion is not necessary to him; still even he day, by day, will fall into sins of infirmity, and he will need renewal or renovation: and all these, the daily renewal of the pious Christian, the conversion of the nominal Christian, and the conversion of the infidel or heathen, are the work of the HOLY SPIRIT of GOD on the hearts of men.
Dissenters, who call themselves evangelical, have studiously confused conversion with regeneration, and have taught that all men, the baptized, and therefore in fact regenerate, must be regenerate afterwards, or they cannot be saved. Now this is many ways false; for regeneration which the LORD JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF hath connected with Holy Baptism, cannot be repeated i moreover, not all men, (though indeed most men do) fall into such sin after Baptism, that conversion, or as they term it, regeneration is necessary to their salvation: and if a regeneration were necessary to them, it could only be obtained through a repetition of Baptism, which were an act of sacrilege. Those who speak of this supposed regeneration uncharitably represent the orthodox as denying the necessity both of regeneration and of conversion ; because they themselves call these by wrong names, and the orthodox only proclaim their necessity in their T 2